Guinea Pig Husbandry


· Diet
· Diet is the most important aspect in the health of a guinea pig.  Any new item or change to the diet must be done SLOWLY, over 1-2 weeks, to avoid any upset to their stomachs.
· If your GP is less than 6 months old you can use Alfalfa hay instead of Timothy, but no alfalfa should be used after 6 months of age. 
· Hay:  Timothy hay (or orchard grass hay) should be available all the time.  This should make up roughly 70% of everything they eat in a single day.
· Greens:  You should offer a low-calcium leafy green every day.  This should make up about 20% of their diet (often 1-3 cups a day).  Low calcium greens include Romaine lettuce, basil, cilantro, red/green leaf lettuce, escarole, endive, swiss chard, and bok choy.  AVOID darker greens like collard greens, mustard greens, broccoli, spinach, dandelion, and kale.  
· Pellets:  This should make up a small portion of your pig’s diet (around 5%).  Most should not receive more than ⅛-¼ of a cup of pellets in a day.
· Vitamin C Food:  Every day your pig should receive a fruit or vegetable high in vitamin C - for example 2 tbsp red bell pepper, 4 tbsp green bell pepper, ¼ orange, ½ tangerine,  2.5 small strawberries, etc. 
· Below is a link with great vitamin C advice and suggestions:
https://veterinarypartner.vin.com/default.aspx?pid=19239&id=4952750
· Vitamin C Supplements:  commercial vitamin C drops or treats are also available and are recommended to further supplement them

· Water:
· Fresh water should be available at all times.  If using a suspended bottle, please check it frequently to ensure that it is still flowing.  

· Substrate/Litterboxes:
· Recycled paper products make ideal litter choices, such as Carefresh or yesterday's news.
· Please avoid using wood based products such as cedar chips, oak chips


· Medical Care
· We recommend yearly physical examinations to check on the health of your guinea pig, especially the teeth.
· We recommend that you keep the product “Critical Care” by Oxbow at your house.  This can be used to syringe feed a GP that isn’t eating well.  If your pig doesn’t eat or produce poop in about 8-12 hours then you should start assisted syringe feeds.  You can use this Youtube video by Oxbow for help:  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClbUGvaoXik).  Most should be force fed 10-15mls every 4 hours if they’re ever not eating anything.  
· Spaying and neutering can be done in guinea pigs.  Spaying carries a higher risk compared to other exotics, but female pigs do have a high risk of lifespan shortening uterine complications that can be prevented with a successful spay.  Neutering is done frequently to prevent aggression or reproduction.
 


