Chinchilla Husbandry

· Diet
· Diet is the most important aspect in the health of a chinchilla.  Any new item or change to the diet must be done SLOWLY, over 1-2 weeks, to avoid any upset to their stomachs.
· If your chinchilla is less than 6 months old you can use a mix of alfalfa and timothy, but after 6 months alfalfa should be used sparingly. 
· Hay:  Timothy hay (or orchard grass hay) should be available all the time.  This should make up roughly 80% of everything they eat in a single day.
· Pellets:  This should make up a small portion of your chinchilla’s diet (around 5%).  Most should not receive more than ⅛-¼ of a cup of pellets in a day.  Please use a chinchilla specific pellet - such as Oxbow Chinchilla
· Treats:  treats such as hibiscus, dried rose hips, occasional leafy green, and dried fruits can be used but should be less than 10% of the diet  
· Dust Baths
· Chinchilla’s should have the opportunity to take a dust bath a few times a week.  We recommend removing it after 15-30 minutes to avoid irritation or injury to the eyes.  
· Temperature
· Chinchillas are very sensitive to temperatures above 75 degrees and must be kept in a cool/well ventilated and air conditioned environment.
· Water:
· Fresh water should be available at all times.  If using a suspended bottle, please check it frequently to ensure that it is still flowing. 
· Substrate/Litterboxes:
· Recycled paper products make ideal litter choices, such as Carefresh or yesterday's news.
· Please avoid using wood based products such as cedar chips, oak chips
· Medical Care
· We recommend yearly physical examinations to check on the health of your chinchilla, especially the teeth.
· We recommend that you keep the product “Critical Care” by Oxbow at your house.  This can be used to syringe feed a chinchilla that isn’t eating well.  If your pet doesn’t eat or produce poop in about 8-12 hours then you should start assisted syringe feeds.  You can use this Youtube video by Oxbow for help:  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClbUGvaoXik).  Most should be force fed 10-15mls every 4 hours if they’re ever not eating anything.  

